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Our schools – our teachers, our principals and our administrators 
– are working each and every day to give our kids the tools 
they need to thrive. They are doing so in the face of dwindling 
resources and increasing bureaucracy. Their work is not easy,  
and too many schools are struggling.

In many schools, children face challenges that are even more 
serious than learning reading, writing and arithmetic. Some  
kids do not have enough to eat. Some do not have access to 
good health care. And many parents do not have adequate 
childcare options. 

Schools can – and should be – anchors in our communities,  
giving students and families hope for the future. They must be 
a safe place for learning and for growing. We should all work 
together to make this a reality by investing in quality teachers, 
small class sizes, after-school programs and health services.

Investing in our schools – in resources and support for our 
students – is the proven way to improve learning, test scores 
and readiness for the future. Unfortunately, a plan before Georgia 
voters would abandon this model in favor of a misguided school 
takeover plan.

On November 8th, Georgians will be asked to vote on a 
constitutional amendment that would allow the state to take over 
struggling schools as part of a so called “Opportunity School 
District,” or OSD. The question on the ballot is worded to appeal 
to voters and to seem straightforward and sensible. 

The preamble reads: “Amendment #1: Provides greater 
flexibility and state accountability to fix failing schools through 
increasing community involvement.” 

The ballot reads: “Shall the Constitution of  
Georgia be amended to allow the state to intervene 
in chronically failing public schools in order to 
improve student performance?”

The language is intentionally misleading. The legislation 
authorizing Amendment 1 makes no provision requiring parental 
or community involvement. Moreover, as soon as 2017, struggling 
schools could be taken over by the state based almost entirely on 
standardized testing results – a risky and misguided approach. 
Once they are removed from local authority, a school could remain 
under state control for up to 10 years. And, those schools would 
receive no additional funding or resources.

As such, a more truthful version of the ballot language would read:

Shall the Constitution of Georgia be amended to allow a 
Governor-appointed Superintendent to seize local education 
funds and use them to intervene in chronically failing public 
schools in order to possibly improve student performance?

Parents, teachers and local residents would lose their voice in 
their local schools, which would be stuck in another layer of 
bureaucracy. Our local teachers could be fired for no reason. 

By Kendra D. Cotton  
GAE Campaign Manager for “Stop OSD”

AMENDMENT 1 ISN’T AN “OPPORTUNITY” FOR GEORGIA’S FUTURE…

WHY VOTING
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READ BETWEEN THE LINES ON 
AMENDMENT #1

 YES    NO

“Amendment #1: provides greater flexibility and state accountability to fix  

failing schools through increasing community involvement. Shall the Constitution 

of Georgia be amended to allow the state to intervene in chronically failing 

public schools in order to improve student performance?”
î

take over our

from our locally elected school boards, ignore my parents, 
and fire my 

teacher”

gae.org/osd
Please tear this out and take it with you to the voting booth.  
Stop the state take over of local schools, VOTE NO on Amendment 1!

The state would have the power to close down “failing” schools, 
reorganize staff, fire and replace teachers and principals and 
transfer any school to a charter school.

While we should be focused on teaching students to think 
critically, the state’s takeover plan places even more importance 
on standardized tests. The takeover plan is based on the unreliable 
College and Career Readiness Performance Index (CCRPI score), 
leaving teachers no option but to “teach to the tests.”

This policy is simply not good for Georgia. It is born out of model 
legislation produced by the American Legislative Exchange 
Council (ALEC), an organization that promotes privatization 
and deregulation purely for the benefit of corporations. That is 
contradictory to what public education should be about. Such 
strategies do nothing to better the lives or improve the schools of 
the children who attend the mostly high poverty schools that have 
been identified for takeover. 

On top of all that, there is no supporting evidence or data to 
indicate that this takeover plan would be successful. The OSD 
proposal is based on initiatives in Louisiana, Michigan, and 
Tennessee where state-run districts have removed public schools 
from local authority and imposed failed strategies including charter 
conversion, wholesale staff and leadership removal or school 
closure. Not only have these takeover districts consistently failed 
to improve student outcomes, they have also destabilized schools, 
angered parents and demoralized educators. On the subject of the 

end of New Orleans’ school takeover effort, Robin Lake, director 
of the Center on Reinventing Public Education stated that national 
charter advocates are realizing that a democratically elected 
school board is “a real community desire and concern, that is not 
unique to New Orleans.” 

Many of our schools do need help, but they deserve the kind of 
help that actually works. Our teachers need support. Our schools 
need resources. Our students deserve real solutions. 

The proven solution is investing in our local schools and the 
communities around them. All of us need to work together to 
help schools become anchors of the community by providing the 
resources students need including quality teachers, small class 
sizes, afterschool programs and health services.

In every realm of public policy there are always leaders and 
laggards. If the school takeover passes, Georgia will become a 
laggard by adopting an already failed policy that will do nothing 
more than subject our students to the same failed strategy that 
Louisiana has ended, Michigan has abandoned and Tennessee 
has suspended.

Vote no on the state’s school takeover plan.  
Tell our legislators to invest in real solutions  
for our schools. 

www.gae.org | 11


